
 
 
March 11, 2020 
 
Dear staff, students, parents and community members, 
 
The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is a rapidly developing situation, so we want to keep you 
up to date on what the Jackson County Intermediate School District is doing to ensure the 
health, safety and well-being of all. 
 
For starters, we will be taking our direction from Governor Gretchen Whitmer’s office, the 
Michigan Department of Education, The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, 
The Jackson County Health Department and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
 
You can be assured JCISD administration is closely monitoring the COVID-19 situation by 
participating in daily call-in reports regarding students and staff in all of our buildings. 
Additionally, Jackson County Superintendents have set up regular conference calls to compare 
notes about any concerns and challenges, and will work as a group to make decisions when it 
comes to the health and safety of each district’s school community. 
 
Guidance regarding COVID-19 is changing daily, and we will communicate those changes to 
you as we learn of them. At this time, the Jackson County Health Department is not 
recommending closing any schools. Group assemblies, field trips, extra-curricular events, 
professional development offerings and conference attendance will be evaluated on a 
case-by-case basis, so please pay close attention to your email and www.jcisd.org, as any 
changes and updates will be communicated through those channels. 
 
As mentioned before, the health, safety and well-being of our school community is a top priority. 
Any students or staff who are ill, especially with a fever and/or acute respiratory 
symptoms (not allergies or chronic conditions), should stay home. You can be assured 
that enhanced cleaning is underway in all of our buildings and custodial staff are disinfecting all 
touch surfaces like door knobs, toilet and sink handles, and common areas every evening. We 
are also trying to make hand sanitizer and disinfecting wipes available, while monitoring 
supplies and availability on the marketplace. 
 
We want to remind our school community that the best ways to prevent the spread of COVID-19 
are the same as preventing the cold and flu, and include: 

http://www.jcisd.org/


● Washing your hands with soap and water for at least twenty seconds 
● Avoiding touching your eyes, nose or mouth with unwashed hands 
● Covering your mouth and nose with a tissue or upper sleeve when coughing or sneezing 
● Avoiding contact with people who are sick 
● Staying home if you are sick and contacting your healthcare provider 

 
COVID-19 symptoms may appear in as few as two days or as long as 14 days after exposure to 
the virus. They include: 

● Fever 
● Cough 
● Shortness of breath 

 
If you would like to learn more about COVID-19, please visit www.michigan.gov/coronavirus or 
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus. Those links are also posted to our website, www.jcisd.org, as well as 
a COVID-19 fact sheet from the Jackson County Health Department.  
 
We recognize this is a unique and unprecedented situation. As we continue to monitor the 
situation and learn more, we will communicate and take appropriate action.  
 
Sincerely,  
JCISD Superintendent Kevin Oxley 
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